CHAPTER IX
The Lands of the North:   Central and Eastern
Siberia
The Basin of the Lower and Middle Yenessei
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
THE river Yenessei marks the boundary between two very
different parts of Siberia. To the west lies the West Siberian
Lowland, to the east the ancient Central Siberian Plateau,
around the southern end of which Hercynian dislocation
produced a series of mountain blocks and faulted basins.
Throughout the remainder of the plateau there are only a
few mountain ranges of any significance. The river valleys
are mature, and the elevations between them smooth and
rounded, with an elevation of 650 to 31250 feet.
Although, in common with the whole of Siberia, there are
neither paved roads nor railways, there are no great obstacles
to communications, and sledge tracks run from one valley
to anothera while the whole of the western portion of the
plateau is connected to the Yenessei valley by a number of
east-west valleys. The Yenessei itself flows along the eastern
edge of the lowland of Western Siberia, so that its valley is
broad and the river is wide, with a current which is not
exceptionally fast. Above Yenesseisk the width of the river
varies from one to four miles, according to the season, and
river steamers ply upstream as far as Krasnoyarsk.
Altogether, the Yenessei possesses some 2000 miles of good
navigation and another 3000 miles of navigable tributaries.
Ocean-going vessels can enter its mouth with ease.    The
channel at Igarka is four miles wide, while at the mouth the
* river broadens out to a width of from 20 to 40 miles. '
Along the eastern edge of the valley the land rises to the
plateau escarpment, which has a general height of about
600 feet. The old rocks of the plateau contain valuable
296